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A NOTE FROM THE

According to wisdoimpnotfikivegyt bemagnshawgetho
many decades over the past century, new happenings in the last ten years have significantl
affected our lives, as our ability to communicate keeps expanding in leaps and bounds. Next
year will be the 19 anniversary of theNew Hungarian Voicé our publication which has
evolved from a simple protest against the |
international Hungarian cultural resource.

Not long after the printing of the first haobpies of the NHV, we developed our website,
which attracts hundreds of new visitors eacf
grow, and théNew Hungarian Voicés available at libraries here and in Hungary.

A couple of years ago, when internet social networking was still rather new, | accepted a
Facebook Afriend request. 0 Al t hough it W &
experience was somewhat disappoinfingquickly discovered that a lot of my acquaintances
were far less interesting than | had thoughtacebook seemed little more than a kind of creepy
catalogue of unapologetic alcoholism.

Recently, however, Il re pened my Facebook account unde
promote the NHV and other Hungarian projectshave noticed that a lot more interesting

A...our publicat
evolved from a simple protest against
t he | ocal Hungari a
and censorship to an international
Hungarian cul tur a

pages and groups have taken virtual root. It has been a fascinating expeireadew months
Mazsola has fimade friendso with wel/l over
New Hungarian Voicpage. People from all age groups and locations have shown a great deal
of interest.

Things like Facebook are still in their infancy, and user discretion is advised. We were
immediately berated by a local 1956er who was offended that we publidtethddungarian
Voicei n Engl i sh, chastising us with the old 0
iando spiel Vancouver AsvancoaveraMagybroddugganiansaoin H 8
Vancouver) have quite clearly ignored us after our half a dozen attempts to join them in solidar-
ity and friendship. Interestingly, one of their group discussions is a 4,000 word debate (in
Hungarian) about why so few people are coming to their dénoesst of the posters argue the
merits of hiphop or disco, yet none of them touch on the obvious: the chances of success for a
social event held in a dowdy cultural centr

There are other reasons to tread carefullgroups that range from the offensive to the
idiotic: Sexy Hungarian Sluts or The Saucy
much to offer anyone seeking cultural enlightenment. Great pages are rapidly increasing in
numbers, however, and | believe that social network sites will be great resources in the future.
Already there are some excellent English language Hungarian groups on Facebook: the Wester!
Canadian Hungarian Folk Festival, Can&tlangary Educational Foundation, Magyars World-
wide, Hungarian People Abroad (who unabashedly stole the image of the NKB/ CBfr e s s

Love P°rk°eltodo truckerds hat to use as th
Since the publication of the first issue of tNew Hungarian Voiceve have printed and
distributed tens of thousands of copies. Today, a previously unimaginable number of people are
accessing our work electronically, and | am absolutely thrilled about it. Just as the old
fashioned meeting a | | t hat served our parentsd gene
usefulness, and paper media is becoming a subsidiary to so many others, we can look forward t
limitless future possibilities. P Cz
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THE GYPSY PRINCESS

by Jack Keir

AStri ke up Zi guener-Playgypsy, play tllnight rmoturned ints daya
Who knows how long this sad old world will survivnd at | east we




These rather poignant lines were first heard at the Johardeclaration to make Sylva his wife within eight weeks, and
Strauss Theatre in Vienna on 17 November 1915. And in keaves for Vienna after Sylva says she will wait, but on hearing
way, the lines and the music which accompanied them did jusif the engagement proceeds with the tour. Act one concludes
that for a wartime audience, if only for a couple of hours. Ifwith much confusion.
ever a piece of music could drive sorrows away it is Act two is set in the palace of the Lippdte y | er shei m
Cs 8r d § s,kor Die§ Csgradsturstin- most commonly in  Vienna, around eight weeks later. Father and mother are
English known ahe Gypsy PrincessThis wonderful piece is throwing a party and Edwin and Stasi attend, still unaware of
the work of Imre Kalman who, of course, was Hungarian. Théhe presumptuous announcement of their engagement. Sylva
libretto is by Leo Stein and Béla Jenbach. and her aristocratic manager, Count Bonifazius Kancsianu

Kalman was born in 1882 in Siéfok, Hungary. His family (known as Boni), show up pretending to be married. Edwin
moved to Budapest some years later, where the young Kalmdiounds on Boni for his treachery. Trying to defuse the situation,
studied music under the same tutor as Bartok and Kodaly Stasi takes Boni off for a dance, leaving Edwin and Sylva alone.
Professor Koessler. Kalman turned to composition when it beSylva tells him she has come to see the woman to whom Edwin
came apparent his ambition to be a concert pianist could nevbad been engaged all along. It is clear they still have the
be fulfilled due to a muscular complaint. In 1907, he won thedeepest feelings for one anotheStasi and Boni are drawn
Franz Josef Prize of the City of Budapest, and later that yeaogether, and Edwin and Sylva rekindle the flame and are found
scored his first major commercial success with his operettsn an embrace by Boni. However, Sylva leaves, believing she
Autumn Manoeuvres would not be accepted into the Lipp¥te y | er shei mbés

At the time Vienna had an almost unguenchable appetite faven if she was a divorced Countess Kancsianu (still not having
operetta. Just two years before, Franz Léhar, another Hungaet on that she is not actually married to Boni) and tears up
ian, had caused a storm with Wierry Widow probably his Edwi nés | egal document.
best known and most popular work. Kalman was drawn from Act three is set in an hotel later that night. Sylva and Boni
his native land to the more affluent and sophisticated othegnter and find the chorus girls from the Orpheum who are on
capital of the empire to satisfy that hunger, and did so witltour. Sylva is encouraged to return to Budapest and the gypsy
considerable success. orchestra is ordered to strike up a tune. As befits a final act of

Although he had gone to live and work in Vienna, Kalmanan operetta, all becomes well. Boni proposes to Stasi. It
never forgot his Hungarian roots. They were strong and dedpr anspi res t hat Edwi nds mot her
and would influence his work throughout his life. While Orpheum who married two elderly counts in succession, thus
Hungarian and faux gypsy themes were common in Viennesgcquiring the titles that were a suitable match for that of
operetta, they were often simplistically portrayed. KalmanwagE d wi ndés f at her . St asi says Yy
different - he truly understood Hungarian themes, rhythms angays yes to Edwin and Sylva, and they all live happily ever
forms. One would not have expected less from someone withfter. There are, of course, many sub plots, twists, turns and
his academic provenance. Without losing any of the authentitrigues, but for the sake of my sanity they have not been
thrills that Hungarian music, almost uniquely, in my completelyincluded.
unbiased opinion, possesses, Kalman blended them with All of this inconsequential nonsense is accompanied by one
the elegance that the Viennese stage demanded. One hear®fithe most delightful and most Hungarian scores imaginable.
his music a true yet cosmopolitan Hungary. And it is glorious]t is just perfect no stinkers, no dull moments, no disappoint-
toe tapping, head bobbing and whistkeyou-leavethei theatre ment s . P. G. Wodehouse descri |
stuff. best that the gifted Hungarian ever wrote, but about the best

Operetta is commonly accepted to have begun in Parienybody ever wrote. o
during the Second Empire. The genre was adopted in the Following its debut in Vienna, the production ran for 533
Austro-Hungarian Empire by Johann Strauss, who composegerformances quickly performed in Sweden, Russia and Italy
some 16 of them. Germany also became gripped, and in Grezgfore making it to New York, all during wartime. The first
Britain, Gilbert and Sullivan produced a stream of comic operaBudapest performance was not until November 1916, where it
which are all but in name, operettas. Operetta differs frontemains a favourite in the repertoire of the company at the Op-
opera in a number of ways. The subject matter is lighter, as &rettszinhaz, just around the corner from the State Opera House.
the music, the arias and choruses are separated by dialogue and’he work reached Berlin as well, and in October 1916 the
often quite biting satire is engaged. They are fun, frivolousperformers from the Metropol Theatre recorded excerpte
faster paced and frothiy no carnage, nothing truly heart rend- first ever recording made of the work that | know of. Alas they
ing, and never a Norse god in sight. are in German, but they provide quite an insight into the

But backtoCs § r d 8§ s.kSylva8/hrgsnuRs the star turn performance style of the period. Notwithstanding the age of the
at the Orpheum Cabaret Theatre in Budapest. She is mucicordings, they scrub up rather well. The single disc, which
admired and has secured a tour of America. Act one begirsl so has excerpts from another
with her farewell performance. Prince Edwin von und zuing historical document. That, however, was not the only
LippertWeylersheim is in love and wants to marry her. EdwinGerman recording of the workin 1935 a movie was made of
does not want Sylva to leave, and begs her not to. Hthe piece. No mention was made, nor credit given to Kalman
decl ares his | ove for her . beEadise of i Fewish arigihse Kalmanafledttosthe W$ANN 1938
cousin Stasi and have nothing to do with a common showgirind continued writing and producing operetta and musical
and has announced the engagement to Stasi in prirtheatre until he died in 1953.
unbeknownst to Edwin. Father has also secured an appointmentThere are a few more modern recordings, both audio and
for his son with his regiment in Vienna. A fellow officer and video, of this masterpiece which do actually mention the
relative turns up to take Edwin back. Edwin makes a legal
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Eye candy for the
Hungarian military
Istory buff

| am a spring and autumn traveller, and having planned my The museum is a great place to visit even if you are not as
next sojourn (alas not to Hungary, but a further flirtation withnerdy as | am regarding these matters. The museum website is
Poland and my latest love, Wales), | comforted myself withworth a look but is in Hungarian onlyww.militaria.hu

some thoughts on little bits of Hungary (or perhaps more For those with a taste more for the Austtongarian
accurately Austriddungary), that | have found in Empire, no finer place exists than the Heeresgeschicht-
foreign parts, particularly when exploring my fascina- lichesMuseum in Vienna, situated near the Stdbanhof.
tion with military history. In fact, as museums go, this is one of the most magnifi-
The largest and finest museum dedicated to Hun- cent-what ever oneds interests
garian military matters is the Military History Institute information sheets are available in each room in a
and Museum in Budapest. | have visited this wonderful variety of languagesincluding Hungarian!
place every time | have been in the city. Situated The building occupies an old arsenal, and on
at the far northwest corner of the Castle entering the courtyard in front of the main
District in Buda, surrounded by artillery entrance, one can get up close to a couple of
pieces, the museum occupies a former SAAB jet fighter aircraft. At the rear of the
barracks. The exhibition rooms are on museum is an outdoor collection of post
two floors, and no matter what aspect of WWII Austrian armoured vehicles, next
military history fascinates you, chances are to which, one can sit and enjoy a rather
you will find it here in abundance: uniforms, good coffee from the museum café, which is
orders, decorations and medals, weapons, adjacent to the slightly overpriced shop.
documents, propaganda, and even a large It has been said that the last shot of the
collection of beautifully made scale First World War was the first shot of the
models of aircraft. There is also café Second. The twentieth century was
(the salami rolls are recommended), defined by these wars. The actual
and a small but well stocked shop. Afirst shot o i s c
The period from 1918 to 1956 is museum- in one room, not only is
particularly well covered (and the there the car (bullet holes and all), in
opportunity is made available to han- which Archduke Franz Ferdinand was
dle a variety of weapons), and there are a shot by Gavrillo Princip (in Sarajevo on
number of video presentations setting the exhibits in 28" of June, 1914), but also the uniform the Archduke
context. English is widely used throughout. The ladies was wearing and thehaise longueupon which he

who guard the exhibits are lovely, and coped very well when | expired. As one of the most significant events of modern
set off an alarm by sticking my head too far into a displayhistory, standing in that room, especially if alone, is quite unset-
Good humour, facial expressions and hand gestures can ovéing. The museum website is in both German and English:
come most language barriers. www.hgm.or.at

If Soviet hardware is your thing, the museum has a park at Both of these museums are so crammed full of goodies that
Kecel, some 50 miles south of Budapest, literally stuffed full ofsensory overload is inevitable for the martially inclined, but
MiGs, Sukhois, T34s and every imaginable type of vehicle anthey also offer a great deal to anyone with a general interest in
artillery piece. It is a bit of a trek, and a car is essential to gdtistory.
there (there is an appreciable difference in style between the | was in Dublin a couple of years ago and visited the Collins
average Hungarian driver and his or her Canadian counterparB.ar r ac k s . ltés is part of th
| am very glad | had a chauffeur! houses a number of collections, including the relatively recently



